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Remembrance 

As we enter the month of November, we 
remember on Armistice Day those who 
gave the greatest sacrifice of all, so that 
we might live a free and peaceful life.


In commemoration of this, I am including a 
poem written by Cliff Thompson, a long 
standing member of the club. It is very 
poignant, and yet sadly very true.


If you haven’t yet visited the National Ar-
boretum, you should go and visit the 
memorial to the young men who were shot 
for alleged cowardice, during this most 
terrible of wars. It will shock you.


When The Whistle Blows. 

Attack at dawn they have all been told

In trenches, huddled wet and cold

Ankle deep in mud and slime

Each one thinking, one more time.

One more time to face Death,

in this Godforsaken place.

A young lad cowers, eyes shut tight 
‘gainst battle noise


And the cries and moans of injured boys

Yes boys, for most are not yet men

And many won’t see home again

Two long years he’s fought this war

Two years of so much blood and gore.

Two years he’s lived this living hell


Now he’s just a hollow, empty, broken 
shell.


So young, he’s not had time to live

He’s given all he’s got to give.

Later when the whistle blows

He will stay, he will not, cannot go and he

Will branded a coward be


And at some future early morn

Be taken out and shot at dawn

Victim of man’s inhumanity

Each time, when the whistle blows, they 
pray

As over top they go they say 

Who will live and who will die this day

When the whistle blows,…

God only knows.


Cliff Thompson. 11/ 11/ 2018


………………..………….


National Title for Melton Junior Bowler 

Sunday 20th October saw Melton Indoor 
Bowls Club hosting the EIBA’s English 
Bowls Youth Development Scheme 
(EBYDS) National Final. 


Along with 30 other hopeful competitors 
from all over England, were two competi-
tors from the host club in the shape of 
pair’s partners, Isabelle Pymm who has 
reached the national final in the two previ-



ous years, and Alexander Warrington 
competing in his second consecutive final.


Isabelle, competing in the junior section of 
the event, got off to a flying start with a 
14-2 win over Alfie Woods (Hants). Unfor-
tunately she lost her second match to 
Charlie Beeton (Suffolk) before taking a 9-
2 win over Harrison Edney (Kent), placing 
her in a good position going into the skills 
phase. On completion of the second 
phase, Isabelle finished 7th overall.


Alex competing in the senior section took 
an 8-4 win over Emma Muir (Desborough), 
a last bowl deciding shot to win 6-5 over 
Amica Fordy (Durham) and a 7-3 win over 
Jordan Ward (Rugby).  Having finished 
second after the skills phase, a semi-final 
and second sparring against Amica Fordy 
loomed with Alex again coming top with a 
7-2 win. Meanwhile, the other semi-final 
between Alfie Lewis (Swale) and Lewis 
Goldup (Kent) took place with Lewis tak-
ing the other coveted final place slot.


Both players in the final were evenly 
matched although Alex was going into the 
last end 5-3 up.  With an excellent set up 
from Alex with his first two bowls, Lewis 
attempted a drive shot narrowly missing 
the jack which would have left him holding 
two shots.  Alex increased the pressure 
with his third bowl leaving Lewis to try 
again. Try he did, but unfortunately miss-
ing again by the smallest of margins and 
with that for him, the title.


Awards went to:


Alexander Warrington – Overall Champion 
+ Top Senior Overall


Lewis Goldup – Top Senior Singles


Hayden Clarke – Top Senior Skills


George Hopper – Top Junior Overall


George Hopper – Top Junior Singles


George Hopper – Top Junior Skills


Editor’s comment


This is a fantastic win for Alex and for the 
club as a whole. This excellent overall per-
formance is surely worthy of an In-
ternational Trial. We follow Alex’s future 
with anticipation, and wish him well in his 
future Indoor Bowling career.





Alex Warrington

with the Senior Championship Cup and 

overall Trophy following the English Bowls 
Youth Development Scheme Finals


Friendly Matches Begin  


This season’s friendly matches got off to a 
successful start on Sunday 13th October 
with an away match at Charnwood.




Match Report for the away fixture 
against Charnwood on Sunday 13th Oc-
tober - Malcolm Lomax 

You will be pleased to hear that we won 
the match by the comfortable margin of 
100 - 59. 


The teams captained by George Stone, 
Dave Pick and Malcolm Lomax all won by 
similar margins viz about 25 - 12. 


George’s match was the last to finish. By 
winning the last end by one shot, he can 
be credited with the achievement of bring-
ing our aggregate team score to the im-
pressive total of 100! 


Malcolm’s team, however, might dispute 
George’s claim to fame, having won the 
Team of the Match with a score of 27 - 11.


David Pick’s team were in contention for 
Team of the Match until the very last end, 
and only failed by losing the last end by 2 
shots. Their achievement, however, was 
made the more impressive by the fact 
that, at the half way stage, they were 10 - 
7   down. 


Mick Rawle’s team battled heroically 
against rather tougher opposit ion. 
After  being 15 - 7 down at the halfway 
stage, they pulled back to a creditable 
narrow loss of 20 - 22. 


The day’s proceedings were completed by 
a very pleasant hot meal, consumed in a 
friendly and relaxed atmosphere, culmi-
nating in a raffle in which Melton achieved 
a clean sweep of prizes. Altogether a 
thoroughly enjoyable and successful af-
ternoon!


Thanks are due to Hazel Armstrong for 
setting up the fixture and attending to all 

the necessary preparations, leaving Mal-
colm with the relatively simple task of su-
pervising the match on the day.


Second Flood in Six Days


Following the recent flood on Tuesday 8th 
October, the club suffered a second flood, 
by the same cause on Monday 14th Oc-
tober. This second flood was somewhat 
worse than the first and required a small 
crew of people to be present throughout 
the night in order to keep the pumps run-
ning and the ditches clear. Without their 
help, there is no doubt that the water level 
would have risen to cover the playing sur-
face, thereby causing much more dam-
age.


Once again, I am indebted to Roger Tins-
ley and his crew for turning out at very 
short notice, Racheal Freeman, our Bar 
Manager, who worked through the night 
helping out and providing regular hot 
drinks, and also Medhi for providing ba-
con sandwiches which were very much 
appreciated.


I can report that we have made some 
progress in tackling the problem however, 
in that I was able to organise a meeting 
here at the club with the County Council 
Flooding Enforcement Officer, the Senior 
Planning Officer from Melton Borough 
Council, and representatives from Melton 
Town Bowls Club.


We have identified work that will need to 
be carried out on our land, that of Melton 
Town Bowls Club and the land adjacent to 
theirs, which we thought was owned by 
the developers building the new housing 
development, but that is not the case. The 
land previously belonged to Mill House, 
the former Nurseries, but this was sold re-



cently at auction and we have yet to find 
out who owns it. 


We have also identified a further issue 
whereby outline planning permission has 
been granted for a development of 560 
homes on the land opposite the baptist 
church, between Leicester Road and Kirby 
Lane.


The plan as it currently stands allows for 
the surface water from that development 
to be fed into the same brook as the 
Edendale Road estate, and the whole of 
the estate on which our premises are lo-
cated.


It is that brook which is overflowing, 
thereby causing larger quantities of water 
to be discharged via the laundry property 
and on to our car park. This is raising the 
level of the water table on our land, forcing 
water through the various joints in the 
concrete within the ditches around the 
green.


It is therefore going to require some major 
changes to either the current planning 
proposals or the Edendale Road Brook, or 
both, if we are to prevent the brook over-
flowing as it passes underneath the rail-
way between the Laundry and B & Q.


Our part of the work will be to widen the 
flood relief ditch which travels generally 
along our boundary with the railway, be-
tween the boundary with the laundry and 
the one between Melton Town Bowls Club 
and then to the south of them, by the re-
cent housing development. Our plan is to 
widen this ditch and where possible form 
a bank between the ditch and the car 
park, whilst still allowing the water to 
empty from the car park into the ditch.


This work started on Tuesday 22nd Octo-
ber and will hopefully continue until it is 
complete, subject to ground conditions. I 
will keep you updated on our progress 
with this. 

Help at Last 

I am delighted to report that I have ac-
cepted a very kind offer by Malcolm Lo-
max to proof-read future copies of this 
Newsletter, so you can look forward to a 
proper english version instead of the 
somewhat fragmented Yorkshire version. 
Thank you Malcolm.


New Membership Cards


Everyone should now have received their 
new plastic membership card, but if for 
any reason you haven’t got yours, please 
speak to Linda in the Office.


You will need the new card to gain access 
to the changing rooms, as the old keypad 
system is being switched off on 31st Oc-
tober. To gain entry with the new card, 
simply hold the card against the front of 
the reader tablet and the door will be re-
leased. If you have any difficulty with your 
card, please contact Linda and she will 
sort it out.


The Board of Directors is considering how 
else members might benefit from using 
their membership card. One of these ideas 
is to use it when booking a rink, and an 
additional card reader is being installed by 
the computer screen on the Bar where rink 
bookings can be made. By scanning your 
card prior to making a booking, the sys-
tem will know who you are without you 
having to enter any other identification de-
tails. 


