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Season’s Greetings


That time of year is once again upon us, 
and yet it only seems like yesterday that 
we were enjoying the festive spirit in 2017.


2018 has been a busy time at the club 
with a number of improvements being 
made, including the change in member-
ship renewal date which gave everyone 
three months free membership.


Membership numbers took quite a hit at 
the end of March with around seventy 
people not renewing, but thanks to the ef-
fort of the 650 team, we have managed to 
replace some of these. The current mem-
bership stands at 666, although this does 
include 15 Junior Club Members and 55 
Associate members. Our target, as al-
ways, is 650 bowling members.


It is important that we retain our member-
ship level if we are to maintain our costing 
structure, but if we fail, it is likely that 
prices will increase.


We wish all our members a merry Christ-
mas and a happy New Year. 

Loan Bowls (Procedure) 

Previous Newsletters advised that it was 
necessary to introduce a revised proce-
dure for new members and non-members 
who wish to try out the game, to loan 

bowls. From 1 October the key for the 
bowls lockers will only be accessible to 
authorised Members and not from the Bar. 
A list of authorised Members will be post-
ed near the lockers. If none of the autho-
rised members are available, please con-
tact Peter Bailey on 07547 777 258 to 
make future arrangements.


We apologise if this procedure causes any 
disappointment but unfortunately the ac-
tions of a few had to be effectively ad-
dressed.


We have identified one or two non-mem-
bers who have been using the bowls for 
many years. The Club would encourage all 
new Members and non-members to ob-
tain their own bowls. We currently have a 
few sets of bowls for sale at £20, there are 
bowls for sale from the notice board and 
of course charity shops, local papers and 
e-bay also have economic bowls for sale.


Generally we would expect a bowler to 
purchase their own set of bowls within a 
period of 3 months from starting.


Bowls Shoes. 

It has been noticed that on a few occa-
sions bowlers have been using shoes on 
the carpet that are not completely flat. 
Members and visitors who bowl, must en-
sure that bowls shoes do not have any 



grip or pattern on the soles. Such shoes 
can cause damage to the carpet directly 
or indirectly by bringing grit and dirt onto 
the playing surface.


Some outdoor Clubs do permit trainers 
etc. to be worn but that is not the Club 
rule for our very expensive carpet. If any-
one notices this malpractice please bring 
it to the attention of the person concerned 
and ask them to remove their footwear 
immediately. If you cannot get coopera-
tion, please refer the matter to the most 
senior Club Official in attendance.


Etiquette 

Etiquette is important because it implies 
polite behaviour and helps to build rela-
tionships with people, whether it is in the 
workplace or at a Club. Etiquette is one 
way to show respect for other people and 
to request respect from other people.


In the game of Bowls Etiquette is ob-
served towards opponents, Markers, Um-
pires, Players and spectators. It makes 
our sport a creator of sociability and 
friendship.


The laws of the game integrate etiquette 
to ensure respect and fairness but it is the 
unwritten parts of etiquette that makes 
clubs stand out as being a place people 
are happy to support. Without etiquette, or 
with reduced standards of behaviour, the 
club’s reputation will deteriorate, and re-
cruitment and retention will become even 
more challenging.


Each member of our Club needs to ensure 
that whatever they do, does not inconve-
nience or offend someone else. Thinking 
of others and respecting them is para-
mount to ensuring Club unity and loyalty. 

So please think seriously about the sub-
ject of Etiquette and do your level best to 
“play the Game” in the best possible spir-
it.


The benefits of this positive attitude will be 
enjoyed by all Members and visitors and 
ensure our Club maintains a good reputa-
tion.


Powered Doors Project


The installation of the above project is 
scheduled to begin on Wednesday 12th 
December and will last for three days. 
During that time, access to the club will be  
by the Fire Escape doors leading to the 
Car Park at the Lounge end of Rink one. 
Your patience during the period of installa-
tion will be greatly appreciated.


The work consists of installing powered 
actuators to both the outer sets of doors, 
so that both doors open when activated. It 
will still be possible to open a door at each 
location by pushing/pulling the door han-
dle.


The current inner set of doors, will be re-
moved and replaced with a single door 
which will be 1 Metre wide, and will also 
be power actuated. This will be a glass 
door, which will contain the Club Logo to-
gether with a lightly frosted glass panels 
on either side of it.


There will be a button to operate the door 
actuator at both sides of each set of 
doors. These buttons will be quite obvious 
as they are about 6” square.


Security issues have all been considered 
including interaction with the Fire Alarm 
system in the event of a Break-glass 
switch being operated.




The justification for this project is two-fold. 
Firstly it is part of our programme of works 
to improve the club facilities for the benefit 
of members. Secondly, we have to recog-
nise that we have a number of elderly 
people visiting the club on a regular basis 
nowadays, and those in wheelchairs find it 
very difficult to open the doors and enter 
the building, even those with powered 
wheelchairs. This seen as a safety hazard, 
and as such, needs to be addressed.


Christmas Raffle


Tickets for the Club Christmas Raffle are 
still on sale with a number of excellent 
prizes on offer. Tickets are one pound 
each or £5 for a book of five, so please 
support your club and have the chance of 
winning a good prize.


Support Your Club


Here are two simple ways in which you 
can support the club and help to keep our 
bowling costs as low as possible. 

Melton Community Lottery


Did you know that you can support your 
club by playing the Melton Community 
Lottery. It costs just one pound, per week, 
per ticket, and there are numerous ways in 
which you can win, with a jackpot prize of 
£25,000. The club receives a proportion of 
every entry made on its behalf.


To take part go online and google “Melton 
Community Lottery” and then follow the 
instructions. If you would like to enter but 
don’t have access to a computer, speak to  
either Linda or Racheal and they will help 
you.


“Recycling for Sport”


Recycling for Sport is a company offering 
a recycling service for to most Ink Jet Car-
tridges, and pays a small fee for each one 
they receive. They also collect them free 
of charge from the club, so If you have a 
desk top printer at home, you can help the 
club by bringing any used ink cartridges 
into the office.


This system also helps to improve our en-
vironment with less waste going to landfill, 
so you will be doing your bit here as well.


A contribution by Walter Reid 

Herewith another heartfelt opinion of the 
world of Gambling advertising, reflecting 
the damage that many suffer by the spe-
cial offers and enticements to get into 
gambling; something that is destroying 
lives and families. Do you have a view on 
this? if so, let the Editor know.


Fruit machines play their symphonies,

And bookies praise the stayers,

Adverts bring despair to addicts families,

As parasites feed off the ‘players’.

Stay the course you gambling twit,

The tele screens give their siren call,

Marriages fail, families split,

No matter, profit; profit above all,

Denise Coates has got it horribly wrong,

With her I would never ride pillion,

Suckers and addicts paid for her gong,

And her two hundred and sixty five million,

Avaricious, manipulating clever Denise,

If you were injured, bloodied, black and 
blue,

And even begging down on your knees,

I’d not lift a finger to help you.




A Merry Christmas Everyone


